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Bullies
strike
every /
seconds

KEVIN CONNOR
Sun Media

Bullying at school is a major
factorin some children receiv-
ing failing grades.

“Learning is impaired when
children are scared,” said Alex-
andra Penn, with the Toronto
organization Champions
Against Bullying: “Learning
takes place in the front of the
class, but when kids are shad-
owed by fear, they are always
looking behind themselves.”

A study of Toronto schools
found that a bullying act
occurred every seven sec-
onds but teachers were aware
of only 4% of the incidents,
according to the Canada
Safety Council.

Perpetrators are equally
likely to be boys or girls.

Boys are more likely to be
physically aggressive — hit-
ting and kicking — whereas
girls are more likely to be ver-
bally aggressive when they
bully.

Behavior pattern

Extortion, intimidation and
destruction of property are all
part of the behavior pattern.

As they grow up, play-
ground bullies may trans-
fer their abuse of power to
other forms of harassment,
violence or abuse, and they
may become workplace bul-
lies. Boys who were bullies in
elementary school are more
likely to have criminal convic-
tions by the time they are in
their 20s.

“This is serious business.
Sixty per cent of bullies will
go on to have criminal records
if they aren’t stopped,” Penn
said, adding that's not surpris-
ing given that many bullying
activities are offences under
the Criminal Code.

Victims, on the other hand,
typically suffer withdrawal
and anxiety. School perform-
ance may drop and they may
try to avoid going to school.

“When kids' grades drop,
they quit school early, have
trouble getting jobs and
become depressed. The ram-
ifications are so widespread,”
Penn said.

If a parent fears their child
is a bully or is being bullied,
they can go to champions-
againstbullying.com for more
information.






